
How teachers can use 
  

Captain John Smith's Big and Beautiful Bay 
 

across the curriculum 
 

Math 
 
How many years ago was John Smith's exploration of 
the Chesapeake Bay? 
 
Christopher Columbus arrived in the New World in 
1492.  John Smith explored the Chesapeake Bay in 
1608.  How many years passed between Christopher 
Columbus's arrival and John Smith's exploration of 
the Chesapeake?   
 
How many birds are shown in this book?  How many 
fish?  How many shellfish?  How many reptiles?  How 
many animals in all?  
 
 

Science/Ecology 
 
What kinds of wildlife live in or near the Chesapeake Bay?  List as many as you can. 
 
The Chesapeake Bay is the largest estuary in the United States. What is an estuary?  
Why are estuaries important?  
 
The water level in the Chesapeake Bay rises and falls with the changing tides.  
What are tides, and what causes them to change? 
 
Since John Smith's exploration, the Chesapeake Bay has lost half of its forested 
shorelines, over half of its wetlands, and nearly 80 percent of its underwater 
grasses.  Why has this happened, and what should be done about it?  What can you 
do to help?   
 
What are wetlands, and why is it important that we preserve them?  

  
 



Social Studies and Map Skills 
 
What did John Smith want to find?  What did most of the other Jamestown men 
want to find? Which do you think was more important? Why? 
 
Find the Chesapeake Bay on a map of the United States.  Also find the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, and the James River. 
 
The Chesapeake has headwaters in Cooperstown, New York.  What are 
headwaters? On a map, find Cooperstown and trace how the water there reaches 
the Chesapeake Bay. 
 
What states surround the Chesapeake Bay? 
 
On a map, find the narrowest part of the bay (near Aberdeen, Md.) and the widest 
part of the bay (near Smith Point, Va.).  Use your map's scale to estimate the bay's 
width at these points.   
 
Use your map's scale to estimate the length of the Chesapeake Bay. 
 
Six states and the District of Columbia are in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  
What is a watershed, and what states are in the Chesapeake watershed? (Answer: 
Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia) 
 

Why was John Smith's map so important? 
 
 

Language Arts 
 
What is a metaphor? Find a metaphor in the first paragraph of the book, and 
explain what it means. 
  
What gifts did John Smith take on his trip for the people he expected to meet?  
What gifts would you take if you were visiting people in a new land today? 
 
What does Chesapeake mean? 
 
What is a shallop?  
 
Four hundred years after John Smith's exploration of the Chesapeake, we know 
what happened because John Smith wrote about it in his journal. Write in a journal 
about an adventure in your own life.  


